[Differential therapy of advanced bladder carcinoma and of postoperative adjuvant chemotherapy (author's transl)].
Advanced bladder carcinoma still has a poor prognosis. While the five-year-survival in stage T1N0M0 is about 80%, less than 50% of the patients in stage T2N0M0 survive 5 years. This prognosis could not be altered by a more radical operation or by radiation therapy. Therefore we started postoperative adjuvant chemotherapy in 1972. First we tested the effect of three different cytostatic drug therapy schedules. Although successful treatment was achieved in several cases, there were other patients who did not respond to one of the three therapy schedules. We then started applying all three schedules, one after the other, in intervals of 4 weeks. Therapeutic procedure now is: After diagnosis by cystoscopy and histology and TNM-classification, urologic therapy is performed (electroresection, cystectomy, etc.). Then in stage T2-4N0-1M0-1 postoperative adjuvant chemotherapy follows. Thus far, we have achieved complete remission in all patients except one (after radiation therapy). No definite comments as to survival can be made at this time.